
 
 
 
 
The New American Home 2004                                                                                     
 
One of NCHI’s most successful and visible programs is The New American Home®.  The New American Home® 
(TNAH) serves as the official showcase house of the annual International Builders' Show®, which attracts 70-80 
thousand NAHB members.  NCHI cosponsors the construction of this house featuring products, technologies, and 
design ideas.  NCHI cosponsors the home along with BUILDER Magazine.  In addition, the house is featured 
exclusively in BUILDER Magazine, Homes and Gardens Television, and other selected consumer publications. The 
New American Home® is also promoted to other national and local media (most major US newspapers) during the 
show featuring NCHI member products and generating much excitement in the industry. 
 
 Since its inception in 1984, The New American Home® has the distinction of being both a show house and a 
for-sale product, balancing architectural freedom and the bottom line.  It is a collection of ideas for the industry to take 
away -- in large pieces, or bit-by bit -- and put into millions of homes across the country each year. During the 
International Builders' Show®, The New American Home® will be open for scheduled tours to show attendees.  
 
A unique design that we see as a growing trend in American building, the TNAH 2004 project will reveal a Smart 
House Loft for the 2004 National Association of Home Builders Convention. For the first time, The New American 
Home® will be present a new personality – the  “Loft”.  
 

This trend services a buyer base that allows for higher densities, simple and quick construction techniques and interior 
design options catering to a vast range of buyers. The “Loft” is an increasingly important option in the new homes 
market.  From first-time buyers and single-person households to the boomer generation with grown children, the 
versatile loft presents a trove of options for an increasingly demanding consumer, offering exciting new features that 
can help builders take advantage of these growing markets. 
 

This is the 21st   in a series of show homes featured at the International Builders’ Show®.  During the NAHB Show 
held January 19-22, 2004. The New American Home® 2004 is featured and open for scheduled tours for viewing by 
show attendees. The selected lot is located in an existing established neighborhood the city of Las Vegas within 
minutes of the Las Vegas Convention Center.   The estimated sale price is $1.2M + range. 
 

Team  
 

Builder: Merlin Contracting & Developing, LLC 
Architect: Food for Buildings 
Designer/Merchandiser: Source Francaise, Alisanne Frew & Jiun Ho, Inc. 
Task Force Chairman: John Ted Mahoney III, Windjammer Construction Corporation 
Task Force Chairman Emeritus: C.W. Edwards, Charles Homes, Inc. 
Project Executor: Tucker Bernard, NAHB/NCHI 
 

Concept 
 

Smart House Loft for the 2004 National Association of Home Builders Convention 
 

 Merlin team proposes a unique loft design that we see as a growing trend in American building.  This trend 
services a buyer base that allows for higher densities, simple and quick construction techniques and interior design 
options catering to a vast range of buyers. 
 

 Merlin is a custom homebuilder, specializing in high-end luxury homes in the Las Vegas market and has also 
spent the previous eight months developing and researching the concept and marketability of Loft style homes in Las 
Vegas.  Merlin completed a demographic study identifying the customer base for such a house and Lex has started 
preliminary drawings for lofts. The architect originates from Holland and brings a wealth of knowledge to the table 
regarding this lifestyle and design.  
 
 
 
 



 When Dutch architect Lex van Straten founded his design studio, about 12 years ago, finding a name for it was 
easy: The main objective of the studio was to bring real content to the idea of interior design. Really thinking about 
what it means for people to have a 'home', was the aim. 'Food For Buildings' expresses that the interior design should 
reflect the nature of architecture, and, at the same time feeds the rooms with great impressions. 
 
 Over the years the design studio has worked on numerous projects, both interior design and architecture. 
Recently Lex van Straten, together with partner Tom Martojo, opened offices in the U.S. The concept to have both 
architecture and interior in one hand seems to be a well proven one, also for the American clientele. When the office 
acquired the prestigious ‘The New American Home’ project, the integration of both exterior and interior became the 
main focus. 
 
Lex van Straten: 
 
 "As a Europe based company, we found it extremely important to find out what American clients considered to 
be their 'style'. We found that there was a lot of confusion, even fear for 'modernism' and at the same time a profound 
attraction for a historical 'feel'. As most of the Americans have traveled quite a bit of the world, they would like to see 
a reflection of their experiences with a touch of 'old world' in their homes. We think that a well designed house reflects 
classical roots, but should never be an imitation of something else". 
 
 "For TNAH 2004 we designed a simple house. It reflects old architectural principals and yet, it is a “new 
American home” (i.e. it is proud to be of this time). 
 
The interior spaces have simple layouts, and fine proportions. We think a house is not only a place to reflect the 
owners taste, but it should be a place to socialize as well. As we travel through our lives, our house should be able to 
change with us. Therefore we like the house to become uncluttered; the owner can bring it's own taste to it. 
 
 Floors and walls will be finished in such a way that over time the materials become richer. We will furnish the 
house not as a showroom, but as a 'home base' for 'the life experienced' American. Art, antiques, as well as 
contemporary American furniture will be part of the design. We are excited to work together with Source Francaise as 
one of our principal suppliers for many objects. As non-Americans we will also present, what we consider American 
design legends in furniture design. 
 
 The New American Home should, in my opinion, show a way of living that makes use of contemporary 
possibilities and yet shows that the essence of living is simple. Technical features to save time; time to enjoy friends or 
an original piece of art. 
 
 As designers we have the objective to integrate all the aspects of modern living and yet present simple and 
pleasing designs made out of beautiful materials. As born European I think: 'Old world? New world?': The new is as 
old as the world!". 
 
More specifics on the house and interior: 
 
This house will show an integration of interior and exterior. 
With this house we try to set a different standard for American future homeowners. Not only the construction 
(concrete) but also the layout of the house is not typical for America. In Europe we are used to houses that serve 
generations. We would like this house to do the same. This means that in terms of finishes and features, this house 
could serve as a home for many people and serve in many phases in one's life. The collector, the retired as well as the 
young professional could enjoy this 'place to be' 
 
Of course the interior personalizes a home more than anything. 
 
 The entry patio has the feel of a little hidden secret garden. One of the walls will be painted in a strong color; 
the other walls in brick in cement wash. The double entry doors are in wood and have an industrial look. 
The hall has a 16 feet high wall that gets sky lighted. The whole house will have a color scheme on some walls both  
interior and exterior, that together form a work of art and this wall will be colored according to a color-artists plan. 
 



 This house will only have functional furniture. As such, there will be room for objects of art, or room simply 
to be left blank. Finishes of the floors will be concrete and natural stone. Some walls will have brick finish. 
The big open space first to enter is inviting; an espresso machine, big tables to read the paper or listen to what friends 
or children have learned that day. There is a direct connection to the patio. The kitchen appears as a solid Zodiac stone 
block. The cook is in the kitchen and yet part of the party. This is the room for informal gatherings. The stairway 
connects to an open study/office room and the master quarters.  
Downstairs are two suites for guests or children. Both rooms have access to a small patio. The outdoor stairs lead up to 
the waterfront side.  
 
 The home cinema is an informal room with the best home theatre equipment on the market. It serves as a small 
lounge. Different styles of lounge furniture informally placed on the floor. This is not a basement; it is a lower-level 
living area with direct light access. Another small patio is located at the end of the hallway. It houses a wonderful 
sculpture. 
 
 In the Las Vegas climate the living room or outdoor living areas are usually separated. In The New American 
Home 2004, there are several outdoor terraces, but one of the main features is a 16ft high living area that opens up to 
the waterside terrace. This room becomes a part of the outdoors; the outdoors becomes part of the indoor. The mosaic 
floor continues from the inside to the outside. When the huge sash doors open up, the living room and terrace, then  
become one. 
 
 The master suite of The New American Home has a veranda that provides privacy by copper louvers. This 
privacy is needed while the veranda has an outdoor bathtub and shower, but above all, a view on the waterside. 
Furthermore, the master suite has a loft-feel to it. The 'floating roof' is technically unique and the light is spectacular. 
There will be hardwood floors, a marble mosaic master bathroom, and a seating area with a bathtub... 
 
 The front side of the house has a 400sqft terrace that has spa and workout equipment. This terrace also is 
'walled' in by louvers. From this side of the house there is a view on the mountains. Last but not least: the pool. Even 
this pool is located in such a way that it provides privacy. The long shaped pool overflows into a pond that overflows 
into the lake. This, of course creates a beautiful dramatic effect. The architecture of The New American Home 2004 
creates an interior that provides shelter, light and creativity for the owner to make it his own. For the builders show 
2004 the house will be shown in a fashion as we tried to describe.  
 

Date Departs From  
Convention Center 

Departs From  
Show Home 

IBS Exhibit & Show Home 
Hours 

Monday, January 19 11:30 am – 4:00 pm 1:00 pm - 5:30 pm 12:00 noon – 6:00 pm 
Tuesday, January 20 9:30 am – 3:00 pm 11:00 am – 4:30 pm 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Wednesday, January 21 9:30 am – 3:00 pm 11:00 am – 4:30 pm 10:00 am – 5:00 pm 
Thursday, January 22 8:30 am – 11:00 pm 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 
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