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Upscale Kitchen Design Tips to 
Win Hearts and Sell Homes 

 
Luxury, efficiency, beauty, and “state of the art” are what we strive for in kitchens, 
whether in an opulent mansion or a starter home. Here are tips for how the 
kitchen works, how it looks, what’s new and some creative approaches for 
accomplishing these goals at different price points. 
 
How It Works 

♦ Universal design and basic function 
 If it doesn’t function well, all else does not matter 
 Work centers geared to multiple cooks of varied size and ability 
 Location of kitchen in floor plan- close to groceries coming in and 

outdoor living with no floor level changes 
 Greater clearances for more and varied cooks 
 Convenient storage within reach, user-friendly appliances, 

fixtures/fittings, varied and adjustable lighting 
 Easy maintenance- antibacterial surfaces, cleaner lines, self 

monitoring appliances, lighting, and ventilation 
 Fewer wall cabinets for everyday storage, replaced by more 

drawers with accessories that bring storage within easy reach 
 Appliances at comfortable heights and many in drawer style, again 

for easy reach 
 Flexibility in design including varied work surface heights and 

options for knee spaces, including rolling carts 
 Multiple sources of adjustable light, with minimum glare and careful 

use of contrast 
 

♦ Appliances, sinks, and faucets 
 Appliances determine work centers 
 Appliance size and number must be appropriate to kitchen size 
 Large single bowl sink adds flexibility 
 Second sink facilitates multiple cooks and adds luxury 
 Pull-out sprays and high arc faucets facilitates pot filling and 

cleanup 
 Consider durability of special finishes 

 
♦ Storage 

 Everyone wants to be organized 
 Walk-in pantries are one of the most often requested amenities 

o Hidden pantries in the southeast 
o Doors can be treated with obscure glass or blackboard paint 

 Use interior cabinet storage components whenever possible 
 Add storage in rooms adjacent to the kitchen 

o Dining room, butlers pantry,  
o Mud room, laundry, even garage 
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How It Looks 
♦ Cabinetry 

 The style, finish, and design details of the cabinetry set the mood 
for the room 

 Maple continues to be the most popular wood species 
 There is high interest in medium to darker stains, but whites are 

also popular 
 Decorative hardware is getting larger and more textural 
 Stacked rather than staggered wall cabinets 

 
♦ Other components/ opportunities on trend 

 Natural and greener materials throughout  
 Counters in granite, other stone, and growing interest in quartz 

surfaces, opportunities in new laminate finishes, green products 
 Floors in tile and stone, with growing use of cork, linoleum, 

“greener” surfaces, remembering that lighter floors will increase the 
size of the space 

 Texture on walls in the form of textured paints and faux finishes 
 Backsplashes in tile, especially glass and deeply textured options  
 Ceilings with moldings, beams, skylights, or finishes that 

complement the look of the space, with lighter color adding height  
 Appliance finishes can compliment or overtake the design, with 

stainless continuing strong but not the only choice 
 Specialty hardware and plumbing finishes can add luxury for low $ 
 Remember the connection to adjacent space, including outdoors in 

overall design sense of the space 
 Higher ceilings and fewer walls require inclusion of hanging or 

pendant lighting fixtures 
 

♦ The style statement: be careful not to overdo the design theme  
 Traditional 
 Rustic 
 Hampton style 
 Arts and crafts 
 Soft or organic contemporary 
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What’s New 
♦ Strength of soft contemporary look 

 Going mainstream 
 Stronger connection to nature 
 Asian influence, simplicity, total health 

♦ Laundry 
 Next big thing, driven by upscale laundry equipment 
 Larger square footage encourages addition of other functional 

features, such as combining with mud room, craft area, or pet care 
 Laundry appliances: greener, easier on clothes, more options  

♦ Green issues 
 Rating systems, criteria 
 More options in appliances, plumbing, lighting 
 Impact on time and budget 

♦ Lighting 
 Layer fixtures and lamps for specific use: ambient, accent, task 
 More choices in response to energy codes 

♦ Technology 
 Wireless ability changes design choices 
 Flat screen TV and sound systems fit in every room 
 Appliance technology increases our options 

 
Creativity at Different Price Points 

♦ Options and upgrades 
 Show your options, best in models, or at least in design center 
 Design and package options for ease of selection, production 
 Label packages family, gourmet, entertainer- lifestyle oriented titles 

♦ Color: low cost, high impact 
 More color in homes of 2008 than in 2007 
 Colors rooted in nature will remain popular 
 Yellows are uplifting, happy 
 Blue is a consistent favorite 
 Grounded colors are the new neutrals 

♦ Cabinetry 
 Combine when it makes sense 
 Sparingly use pricier species, finishes, and accessories 
 An impressive island can make a simple kitchen fantastic 

♦ Appliances 
 Consider alternatives to the standard package 
 Additional appliances do not necessarily increase the budget, given 

the cabinet trade off 
 Note appliances chosen by homeowners for their own homes  

♦ Tile 
 Be on trend but watch the price points 
 Use higher priced tile in smaller areas 

♦ Faucets and finishes 
 Be sure you pay for what matters to your buyer 


